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but Manchester and a majority of the committee declared against it. Foot and horse alike were greatly reduced in numbers, and the latter "tired out with hard duty in such extremity of weather as hath been seldom seen/' Manchester, in addition to military reasons, urged political arguments against risking a battle.
"If we beat the King ninety-nine times, yet he is King still, and so will his posterity be after him ; but if the King beat us once we shall all be hanged, and our posterity made slaves." " My Lord," retorted Cromwell, " if this be so, why did we take up arms at first ? This is against fighting ever hereafter. If so, let us make peace, be it ever so base."
But much as he might despise Manchester's logic, he had to bow to the logic of facts, and to accept the view of the committee in general.
So ended the campaign of 1644. The north of England had been definitely won, and with capable leadership the defeat of Essex in Cornwall might have been compensated by the defeat of the King in Berkshire. When Cromwell came to reflect on the incidents of the last few months, he attributed the failure to obtain this victory entirely to Manchester. He had failed, apparently, not through accident or want of foresight, but through backwardness to all action. And this backwardness, concluded Cromwell, came " from some principle of unwillingness to have the war prosecuted to a full victory ; and a desire to have it ended by an accommodation on some such terms to which it might be disadvantageous to